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I know that Fall, as in Autumn, doesn’t officially start, according to the calendar, until September 22. 

But the humming birds outside my office window have headed south, everyone is back in school and all the fall programs here at church are kicking off.

And the weather this weekend sure makes it feel like fall is already here. 

If you would, please open your Bibles to John chapter 1.

A friend of mine recently woke up one Sunday morning and told his wife that he didn’t feel like going to church that morning.

His wife said, “What are you talking about. Get out of bed and get going. Why on earth would you stay home from church?”

My friend said, “I’ll give you two reasons. First, I don’t like those people. And second, they don’t like me.”

To that his wife looked him right in the eye and said, “Well I’ll give you two reasons you should go. First, you’re fifty-two years old. … And second, you’re the pastor.” 

So, let me ask you. Why did you come to church this morning? …because you had too, you knew you should…habit? Why?



Well next Sunday is National Back to Church Sunday and we will be joining with thousands of churches around the country to invite people who haven’t been to church in a while, or haven’t been to church at all to come to church. 

Churches who participate in National Back to Church Sunday usually see more than a 10 percent rise in attendance, so this could be a very exciting day for us—if you get excited about it too.

But before I can ask you to get excited about inviting someone else to church I want to take a few minutes and answer the question, why should you come to church.

And then we are going to consider why you should want to invite your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and just people off the street to church with you next Sunday.

Are you ready for this? Let’s pray.

Ok. So let’s start with reasons why I want to come to church.

A. Reasons to Come to Church
First: I want to grow. In just a couple weeks we are going to start a five-week sermon series where we will explore how each of us can fulfill our God-given potential by engaging in the five purposes of the Church. 

This sermon series will dovetail into the Wednesday night Lighthouse Café study.

One of the many things we’re going to learn is why weekly worship attendance is the most important behavior to spark spiritual growth. 

Coming to church weekly exposes you to God’s Word and God’s people. 

It resets the clock of your priorities on what’s really important and what kind of person you want to be. 

I come to church because I want to grow. How about you?

The second reason I come to church is:
I want to do what God says. Throughout Scripture are commands such as, “…let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Gal. 6:10). 

And, “Serve one another in love.” “Submit to your spiritual authorities.” “Take the Lord’s Supper.” “Get teaching.” “Worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness.” “Let us not give up meeting together …”

I come to church because there are about thirty commands in Scripture that I can’t obey unless I’m an active member of God’s family.

Third:
I want to be around people who sharpen me. 

I want to be around people whose goals are similar to my goals, whose values are similar to my values. 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another,” and I want to be sharpened by people who are pointed in the same direction I am. 

I can’t get that at the beach, the bar, or the ballgame. So I want to come to church to be sharpened. 

Fourth: 
I want to live a longer life. The Bible says that those who take to heart the words of God (Dt. 32:46–47) will live a long life. 

Secular surveys verify that people who attend church at least three out of four weekends a month live, on average, about seven years longer than those who don’t.

Fifth: Some if you might say:
I want to train my children well. 
They can learn math in school, but they can only learn to love God through my family and God’s family. 

You want them experience God through His people.

Sixth:
I want to strengthen my marriage. You may have heard statistics that say Christians divorce at the same rate as everybody else, but it’s not true. 

Professor Bradley Wright at the University of Connecticut has found that Christians who rarely attend church divorce at a 60 percent rate, but Christians who attend church regularly divorce at a 38 percent rate.

I don’t want to divorce at all, but I like my chances better in the regular church attendance category.

Now do you want to come to church next Sunday?

You know I could give you a much longer list. But I’ll stop with just one more, the most important one.

Seventh:
I want to meet with Jesus. Yes I can and should worship, pray and meet with Jesus everywhere I go. But there is something special about coming together with the Body of Christ and worshiping and praying together.

When we meet together I see Jesus in you.

Those are good reasons to come to church, aren’t they?
So if those are all good reasons for you to come to church then it would only make sense that you would want to invite others to share in those same benefits, right? 

Let’s consider some reasons why you should invite someone to church.

To do this I want us to look at some examples of invitations found in the Bible. We’ll start here in John chapter 1.

The second half of John chapter 1 is the story of Jesus’ baptism. 

At thirty years old (the age at which a priest is able to begin making sacrifices in the Temple), Jesus leaves his home in Nazareth and journeys to the Jordan River. 

John 1:35 says:
The next day John [this is John the Baptist here] was there again [at the Jordan River baptizing people] with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 

37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 

38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39 "Come," he replied, "and you will see." 

So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour. 

40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 

41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 

42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter). 

The first thing Andrew does upon meeting Jesus is to find his brother, so he too could meet Jesus. Why? Because…

B. Reasons to Invite
1. People who meet Jesus are so moved by him that they want to introduce him to those they care about. 

“Simon,” Andrew says, “we have found the Messiah.” 
This is the reason Christianity is the largest movement on earth today. 

People who meet Jesus want to introduce him to their friends. And church is a great place to introduce them to Jesus at a Sunday morning services.

This week you are going to have many opportunities to have a conversation with people you care about, some of whom may not know Jesus. 

Why would you want to invite them to church? Because you want to introduce them to Jesus.

Flip over in your Bible to John chapter 4. 

In John 4, Jesus and His disciples are traveling south at noontime when they pass near the Samaritan city of Sychar. 

There’s a well three miles outside of town. When they reach it, Jesus says, “Guys, I’m going to rest here for a while. You go into town and get us some food.” 

While they’re in town, a woman comes to the well. Why did she come to this well? Because it’s three miles outside of town. 

She doesn’t feel comfortable mingling with the townspeople. 

Why does she come at noon? Everyone in Middle Eastern cultures fetch water in the morning and the evening, before the sun gets hot. 

Water is heavy. No one carries water at noon. 

Why is this woman here at this time? She doesn’t want to meet anyone. 

She’s an outcast because after five husbands, she is living with a man who is not her husband.

As she approaches the well, Jesus strikes up a conversation with her. In the midst of their conversation, she decides that he must be the Messiah. 

Look at verse 28 as we see her response to coming to Jesus:

“Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 

Skip down to verse 39:

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 

This woman didn’t want to talk to anyone in her town … until she met Jesus. Why did she invite them to meet Jesus? Because …

2. People who meet Jesus are so moved by him that they want to introduce everyone to him, including those who don’t care about them.

“Come and see,” she says. “Come and meet a man who may be the Messiah.” 

This week you are going to have some encounters with people who may not care very much about you. You might not think much about them; people who are behind counters in grocery stores or gas stations; people at the gym; or people at sporting events with your children. 

Striking up a conversation with them could be awkward. 

I want to suggest that very few encounters you have this week will be as awkward as the encounter the woman at the well had with the people of Sychar. 

These were people who had shamed her for sleeping around. 

These were people who condemned her. 

These were people who did not like her, and she probably didn’t like them much either. She’d come to the well at noon to avoid these people. 

But then she met Jesus. 

And knowing him touched her so deeply that it didn’t matter how awkward the conversation might be. She wanted every member of her village to meet him.

How deeply has Jesus touched you? 

Next week, I’m going to explain to people in as clear of terms as I know how why they should come to Jesus.

How will you feel if someone you invite comes and receives Christ?

One more story
Turn way back into the Old Testament book of 2 Kings, chapter 5. 

Second Kings 5 takes place during a time in Israel’s history when the northern kingdom of Israel was at war with its neighbor, Syria. 

Some things never change.

In that day, Syria, who, in the story we’re about to read is called, “Aram,” was much stronger than Israel. 

From time to time the Syrians would invade Israel and carry Israelite children into slavery. 

Look at 2 Kings 5:1: Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. 

He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. 

2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, "If only my master would see the prophet [that is Elisha] who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy." 

This young girl has been taken from her family. She now lives in a culture that is not her own, with people who are not her own. 

They don’t speak her language. They don’t love her. These people use her. Once she was free, now she’s a slave—with no prospect of ever being released.

And she does something extraordinary. When her master is stricken with leprosy, she encourages him to go to Israel for a cure. 

Why? Because …
3. People who have been touched by God are so moved by him that they want to introduce everyone to him, including their enemies.

“Go to Israel,” she says. “You’ll get cured there.”

Friends, there are all kinds of sicknesses in our world. 

We all know people who’ve suffered from cancer and other terrible diseases. But the worst disease of all is a universal disease called “sin,” and we’ve all got a terminal case of it.

God’s Word teaches that the only cure for sin is the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 

The Apostle John says that we were in darkness and that Jesus came to deliver us. 

John 1:12–13 says, “…to all who received him [Jesus], to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.” 

Who do you know that you’d like to see born of God?

Who do you know that you’d like to NOT see become born of God?

Jesus once told a story in Luke 16 about a rich man who died and was taken to hell or the place of torment. 

This is the place where the unsaved go to await their final judgment when there will be sentenced to eternal punishment at the Great White Throne of Judgment.

This is not the final judgment place but its close.
According to Jesus’ description, this was such a terrible place that this rich man begged Father Abraham to send someone to cool his tongue with even one small drop of water. 

When Abraham informs him that it’s impossible because of the immoveable chasm between heaven and hell, the formerly rich man says, “Then I beg you, father, send somebody to tell my brothers, because nobody should come to this place of torment.”

What you learn from that story is that five minutes in hell is enough to turn the most hardened of sinners into a raving evangelist. 

Friends, why would you want to invite people to church next Sunday, or any Sunday? 

Because by coming to church we can introduce them to Jesus and hopefully, prayerfully they will gain heaven and avoid hell by coming saving faith in Christ as they are introduced to Him. 

The truth about hell is that it is a real place with real people, people you know, who are going to spend eternity there unless somebody does something about it. 

Heaven is a place of wonder, but hell is a place of torment so terrible that you wouldn’t want your worst enemy to wind up there. 

Friends, next weekend is one of those strategic times when we are going to invite people to come to Christ, right in church. 

As the worship team comes up and gets ready to lead us in our closing song I want to ask each of you to take this time to ask God to give the names of five to seven names of people He wants you to invite to church next week.
 
Who does God want you to invite to church to be part of National Back to Church Sunday next week to hear the gospel.  

You don’t have to tell them all of that. Simply say, “Hey, next Sunday is National Back to Church Sunday all over the country. Would you come to church with me next Sunday?”

Repeat this after me:
“Hey!” (Say that: “Hey!”)

Next Sunday (Next Sunday)

Is National Back to Church Sunday (Is National Back to Church Sunday)

All over the country. (All over the country)

Would you come with me to church next Sunday? (Would you come with me to church next Sunday?)

That’s all you need to say. Pray first and be bold. God will do the rest.

Some family, some friends, maybe some people who will be a bit awkward to invite, like the clerk at the grocery store or the person who cuts your hair, or the coach of your kid’s sports team. 

Maybe one of them could even be an enemy or someone you don’t really get along with. If they come you’ll know God is at work!
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